
òFarewell Partyó 

Dear Friends -   

Thank you for helping me celebrate the 40th Anniversary of my most re-

quested song, ñFarewell Party.ò Iôve told this story over the years but I first 

heard the song by Waylon Jennings who recorded it in a march time and I 

wanted to do it in my style. At a session at Jack Clements studio in Nash-

ville, we had 15 minutes left and I suggested this song. None of the musi-

cians knew it so I got down on one knee with a guitar and the musicians 

and background vocalists huddled around me. While I sang and played, 

they made their charts.  Knowing we were short on time, I went to the re-

cording booth and started to sing before weôd even decided on the fin-

ish.  When I hit the last note, everyone just went with it too.  What you 

hear on the record was all done in one take, including the background vo-

calists.  No overdubs, no re-doing anything.  The song went on to be a big 

hit for me, thanks to you!    
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Gene and Mark Chesnutt are old friends, both from Texas. Here Mark is showing Gene one of his 

favorite guitars. Gene is an avid guitar collector himself.  
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Gene and Moe seated together during the autograph sessions is asking for trouble but for the moment, 

Gene is all smiles. 

�,�W�¶�V���W�K�H���F�U�X�L�V�H���V�K�R�Z���I�L�Q�D�O�H��  Shown L to R are:  Larry 

Black, Wilson Fairchild, Gene, Moe Bandy, Billy Dean, 

Mark Wills, Rhonda Vincent, The Malpasss Brothers, 

T. Graham Brown, Tony Jackson, Leona Williams and 

Keith Bilbrey.  

Gene Watson hits all the right notes for 

his #1 hit,  �³�)�R�X�U�W�H�H�Q���&�D�U�D�W���0�L�Q�G�´�� 


